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1. Analytical background: what is governance? 

2. National climate governance systems map 

3. Proliferation of national climate framework laws  

4. Effective use of external advisory bodies 

5. Monitoring progress towards climate neutrality 

6. Conclusions 

 

…no long-term strategies as such  … 
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Main references for this presentation 

Evans, Nick; Duwe, Matthias (05/2021): Overview of climate 

governance systems and national advisory bodies in 

European countries. Ecologic Institute, Berlin / IDDRI, Paris  

 – commissioned by the 

Duwe, Matthias., & Evans, Nick (2020): Climate laws in Europe: 

Good practices in net-zero management. Ecologic Institute, 

Berlin / European Climate Foundation, Den Haag 

An UPDATE to that report was published in : 

Duwe, M. & Evans, N. (03/2021). Professionalizing Climate Policy 

via Legislation: Good Practices in Long-Term National Climate 

Framework Laws. Policy Paper Series “Shaping the Transition to a 

Low-Carbon Economy: Perspectives from Israel and Germany“. Israel 

Public Policy Institute and Heinrich Böll Foundation Tel Aviv 
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What do we need effective climate governance for? 

• Ultimate objective: higher chance of successfully achieving policy goals 

=> achieve the transformation towards climate neutrality and beyond 

 

• Clarify how policy-making works: who, what, when, how often, … 

• Adopt policies, that are effective and efficient 

• Transparency about both procedures and degree of progress => accountability 

• Reliability for all relevant stakeholders, citizens – and inclusion in the process 

     => Investments need predictability – and investors require confidence in policy environment  
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Source: Duwe/Evans (2020) – design by Noble Studio 

What is governance? Common elements in national climate laws 
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Targets 

Strategies & Policies 

Progress monitoring 

Institutional set-up / coordination 

Scientific Advice 

Public participation 

+ political support for it 



Mapping climate governance system - methodology 
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Source: design by EEA, based on data compiled by Ecologic Institute/IDDRI. From: Evans/Duwe (2021) 



Results 
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The majority of EU Member 

States already has a national 

climate law or is preparing 

one—but not all laws include a 

long-term perspective (yet). 

STATUS QUO: EU 

Source: IPPI Policy Paper 2021 

Ecologic Institute research based on a range of sources (including legislative 

databases, direct legal texts, news reports and personal contacts) 
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„I want Europe to become the first climate-
neutral continent in the world by 2050. (…)  
I will put forward the first ever European Climate 
Law which will set the 2050 target into law. “ 

Ursula von der Leyen, 16 July 2019 

 
 

Proposal for a law was put forward on 
4th March 2020 

 
Compromise in April 2021 
 
Introduces several new mechanisms, 
including a „consistency check“ of 
national measures every 5 years 
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Source: design by EEA, based on data compiled by Ecologic Institute/IDDRI 
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Source: Ecologic Institute/IDDRI 
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Governance context 

Having an impact: Success factors and barriers  

18 

 

 

Composition 

 

 

Mandate 

 

 

Capacity 

+ + 
 

 

Visibility 

x 

€ 

- Reputation of 

members 

- Scientific/mixed 

- Perceived 

legitimacy 

- Too specific/too 

broad? 

- Clear tasks and 

function 

- Budget 

- Supporting staff 

(research, 

communication) 

- Secretariat 

- Online 

presence 

- Part of the 

national 

discourse 

+ 

- Embedded in policy cycle 

- Government must respond 
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Sectoral and 

horizontal 

elements 
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Source: own presentation; visuals by Nobel Studio  
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Timeline of 

relevant 

processes  
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Source: own presentation; visuals by Nobel Studio  
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Key messages 
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 Climate governance systems in Europe display varying levels of development, some need 

improvement 

 EU legislation provides a minimum standard for all – but many MS go beyond it 

 Climate framework laws are proliferating, enhance national climate governance 

 Nearly all EU Member States have some type of climate advisory body, scientific councils 

growing in importance – but need specific mandate and adequate resources 

 Progress monitoring is essential – but a new approach is required to track change towards 

climate neutrality. Most efficient: a system developed at EU level that MS can apply also 
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Ecologic Institute 

Pfalzburger Str. 43/44 

10717 Berlin 

Germany 

Tel. +49 (30) 86880-0 

ecologic.eu 

Thank you for your attention 

Matthias Duwe 

matthias.duwe@ecologic.eu 
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